At its core, thought leadership taps into the talent, experience, and passion of one's community, to answer the biggest questions on the minds of the target audience, for a particular topic (Brosseau & Kawasaki, 2013) . In this Editorial, we will reflect on the contributions of our associate editors, reviewers, and authors-all working synergistically, to bring about rigorous editions of OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health (OTJR). Through showcasing the research in our field and other related fields, we are not only contributing to the science of occupation but also informing our readers (occupational therapy researchers and practitioners, occupational scientists, other scholars and professionals) on the evidence underlying function, occupation, participation, and health, while providing the impetus for translating and applying knowledge to improve the lives of people, communities, organizations, or populations. The New Year affords opportunities for reflecting on our past performance, and strategizing to refocus our energies and goals, as thought leaders, to ensure continued success in the evolution of this journal.
Indeed, 2016 marked 2 years since the inception of the new editorial team of OTJR. Building on the rich contributions of the previous editorial boards and collaborators, we have witnessed numerous and exciting transitions for the journal. Two years ago, with the vision of developing OTJR into an "interhemispheric journal," it was inducted into the National Library of Medicine, received its first 5-year impact factor (.86), experienced an expansion of the scope and aims; transitioned from SLACK to SAGE as our publishers, and introduced its readership to a new front cover, symbolizing the journal's anticipated growth (Classen, 2015) .
The vision of consolidating OTJR as an interhemispheric journal is well underway. In the last year (2016), OTJR received submissions from 14 countries around the globe (see Figure 1 ). We have appointed an associate editor to specifically manage the reviews for international submissions. We have also appointed three associate editors (representing countries other than the United States) to ensure positioning the journal as a home for representing research across occupational therapists and scientists around the globe.
The multiplicity of submissions captured by OTJR moves beyond geographical location, and into the journal's content. Reflecting on the diversity of our knowledge and practices, OTJR accepted manuscripts in 2016 that utilized evidence-informed reviews (36%), quantitative (16%) and qualitative (12%) methodologies, measurement studies (16%), case studies (4%), theoretical papers (12%), and book reviews (4%). We also produced a Special Issue on Occupation and Justice with a particular emphasis on moral imagination, critical reflection, and political praxis (Kinsella & Durocher, 2016) . Moreover, following the American Occupational Therapy Foundation's sponsored "State of the Science Symposium" at the annual 2015 AOTA Conference, OTJR published a supplement of two scoping reviews highlighting sensory factors and their impact on daily life for children (Dunn, Little, Dean, Robertson, & Evans, 2016) ; and the impacts of somatosensory function on the lives of adults and older adults, and those with stroke (Carey, Lamp, & Turville, 2016) . Undoubtedly, these contributions enabled us to answer knowledge-centered questions while also improving and advancing our understanding of occupation, participation, and health in a variety of populations through the life span, and from different cultures and contexts.
With a growing diversity and 80 manuscripts submitted in 2016, Table 1 shows some of our most recent traditional scientific journal metrics (compared to the year 2015).
Compared to 2015, in 2016, we saw a slight increase in the journal's 5-year impact factor. This change indicates a step in right direction, and challenges us as a scientific community (authors, reviewers, and the editorial team) to refocus our energies to producing, reviewing, editing, and disseminating research related to best evidence and implications for best practices.
With the growing emphasis on population and public health in health care practice, education, policy, and research, OTJR is soliciting contributions toward a special issue on Occupational Therapy and Public Health. Undoubtedly, many occupational therapy practitioners or researchers have launched initiatives to improve population health outcomes by integrating clinical practice and public health approaches. 
Reflecting and Refocusing: Responsibilities of Thought Leadership
As such in this special issue (see http://otj.sagepub.com/), we want to showcase how occupational therapy addresses population health needs while also developing public health interventions in priority areas.
In 2016, the editorial team was committed to increasing the efficiency of our operations, while facilitating publication of manuscripts containing high level research that addresses society's occupational needs. This commitment is reflected in a decrease of reviewers' turnaround time, maintaining our time from submission to first decision under 50 days, and a rigorous acceptance ratio (Table 1) . Looking ahead, and utilizing the principles of thought leadership, 2017 calls for greater exactitude, efficiencies, and a more diverse group of authors and readers. Therefore, we must continue to rise to the opportunities afforded by our profession, while responding to the occupational challenges, opportunities, and needs of our clients, communities, organizations, and populations.
We, along with the Editorial board, continue to be grateful for your many contributions, and we are inspired to return to you a high-level journal that informs, empowers, validates, and educates-all necessary prerequisites to facilitating change and growth toward the science of occupational therapy! 
